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192 Book Notice. 

Majeste Imperiale, Saint Petersbourg, 1827; No. 4, " Carte Gene- 
rale * * * de la Cote N. W. (sic) de l'Amerique," prepared at St. 
Petersburg in 1829 by Functionary Piadischeff," au Depot Topo- 
graphique Militaire"; No. 5, Canadian Map of 1 831, "Compiled * * * 
by Joseph Bouchette, Jr., Deputy Surveyor General of the Province 
of Lower Canada "; No. 6, Map in " Narrative of a Journey Round 
the World," by Sir George Simpson, London, 1847; No. 7, Map of 
the Hudson's Bay Company: "Ordered by the House of Commons 
to be printed July 31st and nth August, 1857." The Russian Ter- 
ritory, which is darker than the Canadian in this reproduction, is 
colored yellow on the original map; and No. 8 gives the British 
Admiralty Chart, published June 21st, 1877, under the Superin- 
tendence of Captain F. J. Evans, R.N., Hydrographer, and cor- 
rected to April, 1898. 

In a foot-note on page 31, Mr. Balch says: 

I bought the copy of this chart, from which map No. 8 is reproduced, at Edward 
Stanford's, 26 and 27 Cockspur, Charing Cross, S. W., London, in September, 
1901, showing that up to that date at least the British Admiralty agreed with the 
United States as to the frontier. 



The Mastery of the Pacific. By Archibald R. Colquhoun, Gold Med- 
allist Royal Geographical Society ; Silver Medallist Society of 
Arts ; Formerly Deputy Commissioner, Burma ; Administrator of 
Mashonaland, South Africa ; and Special Correspondent of the 
" Times " in the Far East. Author of " China in Transforma- 
tion," ''The 'Over land '' to China,'' etc. With Special Maps, 
Frontispiece, and more than One Hundred Illustrations from 
Original Sketches and Photographs. New York, The Macmillan 
Company, London: Macmillan cr 1 Co., Ltd., 1902. All rights 
reserved. 

Mr. Colquhoun knows the East, and is always ready to impart 
his knowledge. What he did not already know of the Far East he 
undertook to learn in 1901, and the present volume is creditable 
to his industry. 

The title of the book is somewhat misleading. Mr. Colquhoun 
does not make it clear to his readers that there is such a thing as 
the mastery of the Pacific, though he seems to hint that the Anglo- 
Saxons (meaning, apparently, the Americans, the British, and the 
Japanese) will find their way towards naval supremacy in the Great 
Ocean. Todo puede ser, and one man may see as far into the future 
as another; though it is not given to every man to prophesy. It is 
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safe to say that naval supremacy in the Pacific is a rhetorical flourish 
which does not widen the bounds of knowledge, even in rhetoric. 
The real value of Mr. Colquhoun's work is in a portion of its. 
main object, as set forth in his preface: 

to present a vivid impression of the various countries — their peoples, scenery, social 
and political life, and the parts they are destined to play in the great drama of the 
mastery of the Pacific. 

Considered as records of travel in strange countries, many of the 
chapters justify themselves; but nearly ioo pages, of the whole 430 
in the volume, are devoted to the Philippine Islands and their popu- 
lation, and the reader, while he finds himself interested in the story, 
is at a loss to understand what the Filipinos have to do with the 
mastery of the Pacific. Mr. Colquhoun does not explain the riddle. 
It may be that while he writes of Philippines and Filipinos his 
thoughts are busy with the United States and the Americans. 

The book is rather too heavy, but it is handsomely printed and 
abundantly illustrated. 

La Lettre et la Carte de Toscanelli sur la route des Indes par POuest, 
adress/s en 1474 au Portugal's Fernam Martins et transmis plus 
tard a Christophe Colomb. Etude Critique sur I ' authenticite" et la 
valeur de ces documents et sur les sources des id^es cosmographiques de 
Colomb suivie des divers textes de la lettre de 1474, avec traductions, 
annotations et fac- simile', par Henry Vignaud, premier secretaire de 
r Ambassade des Etats-Unis, Vice-president de la Socie't/ des Atn/ri- 
canistes de Paris, etc. Paris, Ernest Le Roux, Editeur, 28, rue 
Bonaparte, ipoi. 

M. Vignaud's book is an extract, developed and completed by 
several appendices, of a work on which he has been engaged for 
more than twenty years. 

He has seen reason to doubt the authenticity of the famous 
Toscanelli letter, and he presents in this work the conclusions at 
which he has arrived after impartial examination of the testimony, 
if testimony it can be called. 

M. Vignaud admits, without hesitation, that his conclusions have 
only a hypothetical character. 

1. Toscanelli, he thinks, never wrote to the Canon Martins nor 
to Columbus; 

2. Columbus knew nothing of the letters and the map attributed 
to Toscanelli; 

3. The story of the unknown pilot (by some called Antonio 



